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Compiling the Qur’an  
Have you ever thought about how the Qur’an came to be in a book form? Was the Qur’an put 
together as a book (from beginning to end, in between two covers) during the life of RasulAllah (S)?  

No, it wasn’t.  

 

How was the Qur’an first recorded?  

 

Before we discuss how the Qur’an was recorded during RasulAllah’s time, it’s important to know 
some background: 

۩ The Arabs of that time were not very literate. Knowing how to read and write was rare. 
At the time Islam came, there were only 17 people in Makkah who could read and write. 
Most of their history and poetry (and they were crazy about both!) was passed orally.  

۩ Because the common Arab wasn’t literate, their memories were AMAZING. Many of the 
Sahabah just memorized the Qur’an by heart.  

 

When the Qur’an was revealed, there were certain 
Companions who would record it in the presence of the 
Prophet (S); they were his scribes.  

There were 24 different scribes. See if you can find a few 
of them.  

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Zaid ibn Thaabit radiyallahu ‘anhu 

 

      Materials the Qur’an was written on 

 

۩ Cloth 
۩ Saddles 
۩ Leather 
۩ Date palm leaves 
۩ Bone  

What is the earliest recording of 
there being written Qur’an? (*Hint* 
think of a story of someone coming 
to Islam, which features a piece of 
paper with Qur’an on it)  

 

‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib said: 

“The person with the greatest 
rewards with regards to the 
(compilation) of the mushaf is 
Abu Bakr. May Allah’s mercy be 
on Abu Bakr, he was the first 
to compile the Book of Allah.” 
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Some of the Companions that had significant amounts of Qur’an memorized:  

۩ Ubayy ibn Ka’ab 

۩ ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ood  

۩ ‘Umar ibn Al Khattaab 

۩ ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib 

 

Every year, RasulAllah (S) would recite the Qur’an to 
Jibreel during Ramadan. The Ramadan before he (S) 
died, he recited to Jibreel twice. Zaid ibn Thaabit 
radiyallhu ‘anhu was present for that recitation.  

 

       Reasons It Wasn’t Compiled Before 

 

Some reasons that the Qur’an wasn’t put into book form DURING the life of RasulAllah (S):  

۩ There was no worry that it would be lost. There were so many companions who had 
memorized all of it and many more who had memorized parts of it.  

۩ The Qur’an was continuously being revealed – it wasn’t all revealed until 9 days before the 
death of RasulAllah (S).  

۩ The verses were not revealed in the order they are in the Qur’an.  

۩ There were some verses that were abrogated.  

 

      Deciding to Compile the Qur’an 

 

What event took place and what happened at it that prompted the sahabah that they should 
compile the Qur’an? p. 518 

 

 

 

 

  

RasulAllah (S) said: “Learn 
the recitation of Qur'an from 
four from ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud 
--he started with him--Salim, 

the freed slave of Abu 
Hudaifah Mu’adh bin Jabal 

and Ubai bin Ka’b.” 

Who was Khalifa:  

Who suggested it:  

The one tasked with it:  
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Why Did Abu Bakr Choose Zaid?  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zaid sat at the masjid and collected what people bought from what they had memorized and 
recorded during the life of RasulAllah (S). Zaid (RA) had specific requirements about which reports 
he would accept:  

There had to be TWO people to have written the verse under the supervision of the Prophet (S) 
and memorized it from the Prophet (S).  

Zaid found this for every surah of the Qur’an, except ONE report, and that was from the 
Companion whose name was Khuzaymah ibn Thaabit (RA).  

 

   Khuzaymah’s Witnessing is that of Two Men  

 

The Prophet (S) bought a horse from a Bedouin. The Prophet (S) took him with him to pay him 
the price of his horse. The Messenger of Allah (S) walked quickly, and the Bedouin walked slowly. 
The people stopped the Bedouin and began to bargain with him for the horse as and they did not 
know that the Prophet (S) had bought it. 

The Bedouin called the Messenger of Allah saying: “If you want this horse, (then buy it), otherwise 
I shall sell it.” The Prophet (S) stopped when he heard the call of the Bedouin, and said: “Have I 
not bought it from you?” The Bedouin said: “I swear by Allah, I have not sold it to you.” The 
Prophet (S) said: “Yes, I have bought it from you.” The Bedouin began to say: “Bring a witness.”  

Khuzaymah ibn Thabit then said: “I bear witness that you have bought it.” The Prophet (S) 
turned to Khuzaymah and said: “On what (grounds) do you bear witness?” He said: “By considering 
you trustworthy, Messenger of Allah (S).” The Prophet (S) made the witness of Khuzaymah 
equivalent to the witness of two people.  

“By Allah, had you charged 
me with the task of moving 
a mountain from one place to 
another, you would not have 

placed a greater burden 
than you place upon me now 
by ordering me to gather 

the Qur’an.” 

- Zaid ibn Thaabit 


