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The First Schools in the Expanding Ummah 
During the conquests, many important schools were founded. Whenever ‘Umar assembled an army, he 
would send with them men of knowledge and fiqh to teach the soldiers about their religion and 
whatever they might need to know of rulings, fiqh principles and the Qur’an.  

He had Masaajid built in the cities and they were the center of knowledge.  

During his reign, there were __________________ masaajid. p. 370  

We have already learned of ‘Umar’s knowledge and how RasulAllah (S) said that if there were a 
Prophet after him, it would be ‘Umar, and if anyone were to be inspired after him, it would be 
‘Umar.  

  

“If the knowledge of ‘Umar ibn Al-
Khattaab were placed in one side of 
the balance and the knowledge of all 
of the people on earth were placed 

on the other, the knowledge of 
‘Umar ibn Al-Khattaab would weigh 

more heavily.” 
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 MADINAH 

 

Madinah was the site where the Revelation came down, and where shari’ah was 
formed. No other city could match it during the time of the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs. Madinah was the center for the fuqahaa` among the sahabah, foremost among whom was 
‘Umar. The Madeenan school influenced all other schools. The people’s trust in the knowledge of 
Madinah made them give it precedence over all other knowledge.  

‘Umar relied on the Companions of RasulAllah (S) to help govern, to seek their knowledge, relying on 
their sincerity and seeking their opinions and consulting with them. He kept these Companions in 
Madinah, close to him. There were ______ fuqahaa` in Madinah at one point.  

 

  

The 7 who were the most active  
in giving fatwas: p. 341 

1. ____________________ 

2. ____________________ 

3. ____________________ 

4. ____________________ 

5. ____________________ 

6. ____________________ 

7. ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a faqeeh?  

Scholar of Madinah: 
Zayd ibn Thaabit 

 
‘Aamir ash-Sha’bi said: 
“Zayd surpassed the 

people in two areas: in 
the laws of inheritance 

and in Qur’an.” 

Scholar of Makkah, the scholars of the 
Ummah and Interpreter of the Qur’an 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbaas 
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BASRA, IRAQ 

 

Ash-Sha’bi said that the 4 most famous judges 

of the Ummah were: 

1. ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattaab 

2. ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib 

3. Zayd ibn Thaabit  

4. Abu Moosa as-Ash’ari 

 

The men who memorized in Basra from this sahabi exceeded 300!  
 

Amongst the famous sahabi that settled in Basra was ______________________________, who was 

a servant of RasulAllah (S). he was proud of it and said, “I served the Prophet (S) for 10 years 

when I was a boy, and he died when I was 20 years old.” The Prophet (S) made du’a for him and 

said, “O Allah, grant him much wealth and many children, and bless them for him.” 

 

  

Scholar of Basra: 
 

______________________ 
He was regarded as one 
of the most knowledg-
able of the Sahabah 

who came to Basra and 
taught there. 
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l KOOFAH, IRAQ 

 
Some venerable sahabah moved to Koofah, amongst them were  

300 who were present at _______________________________________________ 

and 70 of those present at the Battle ___________________________________.  

‘Umar sent this sahabi to Koofah to teach the 

people there. When ‘Umar was walking some 

sahabah who were going to Koofah to bid them 

farewell, he said:  

“You are going to the people of a town – 

meaning Koofah – who recite the Qur’an like 

the buzzing of bees, so do not distract them 

the hadith; focus on the Qur’an and do not 

narrate much from the Messenger of Allah (S). 

Go, and my good wishes go with you.” 

 

 

 

  

Scholar of Koofah, 
A Vessel of Knowledge 

 
______________________ 
He stood out amongst 
the sahabah for his 

recitation of the Qur’an. 

RasulAllah (S) said to 
learn Qur’an from FOUR: 
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SYRIA 

 
After the conquest of Syria, Yazeed ibn Abi Sufyan wrote a letter to ‘Umar and said:  
“The people of Syria are many and the cities are full; they need people to teach them the Qur’an 
and Islam. Help me, O Ameer ul-Mu`mineen, by sending me men who can teach them.”  
 
‘Umar sent these three sahabah to Homs first. Once they were pleased with the people, two of 
the sahabah went to other cities.  
 
_____________________________________      stayed in Homs. 

_____________________________________     went to Damascus.  

_____________________________________     went to Palestine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Why do I see your scholars 
dying and the ignorant among 
you not learning? Learn before 
knowledge is taken away, for 
taking away of knowledge is the 
death of the scholars.”  

- Abu Dardaa` 

“Knowledge and faith will abide 
until the Day of Resurrection. 
Whoever seeks them will find 
them in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 
Check everything you hear 
against the Qur’an, but do not 
check the Qur’an against 
anything you hear.” 

- Mu’adh ibn Jabal 


