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13 Abu Bakr’s Final Illness  
“Verily, as you can clearly see I have been afflicted with a severe illness, and I feel certain that 
because of the severity of my condition, I will soon die. 

“Therefore, Allah has released you from the pledge that you have made to me, and my covenant 
with you has also come to an end. Allah has returned your affair to you, so appoint over yourselves 
whomsoever you wish. Indeed, if you choose your new leader while I am still alive, you will be less 
likely to differ among yourselves after I am gone.”  

Before Abu Bakr passed away, he wanted the sahabah to choose who his successor would be. Why?  

 

 

 

When Abu Bakr asked the sahabah what they thought of ‘Umar, 
their responses were:  

 

 

 

 

  

The Sahabah told Abu Bakr: 

 

 

 

 

p.724 

Talhah has concerns & 
Abu Bakr’s response:  
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Why was ‘Umar the best thing for the Ummah at the time? p. 726 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Companions were unanimously agreed that ‘Umar should be the next khaleefah. When Abu Bakr 
told ‘Umar about their decision, he outright refused it. Abu Bakr told him that he would threaten 
him with a sword if he had to.  

        

       Abu Bakr’s Advice to ‘Umar p. 731 

  

‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ood said that the 3 most penetrating and judicious of people were:  
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The Final Illness 
“Lo! From the day I have put in charge of the affairs of the Muslims util this very day, I have not 
taken a single extra dinar or dirham from them. Throughout that period, I have put in my 
stomach the lowest quality and least desirable of their foods, and I have put on my back the 
coarsest of garments.  

“As for war booty, all that I have is an Abyssinian slave, this camel which is used to water the 
fields, and this piece of palm branch. When I die, send these things to ‘Umar so that I can wash my 
hands of them.”  

During Abu Bakr’s illness, he took care of the few things that he 
had left and gave them to ‘Umar. His illness was for 15 days. He 
asked ‘Aa`isha on Monday what day it was. When she told him, he 
said, “Verily, I hope that my time will come sometime between 
now and the end of this night,” because he wanted to die on the 
same day as RasulAllah (S).  

Allah granted Abu Bakr his wish. He passed away on Monday, the 
22nd of Jumaadah Al-Akhirah, 13 AH.  

The last two commands that he gave:  

1. ________________________________ wash him.  
2. To be buried next to RasulAllah (S).  

 

 

Abu Bakr’s last words: 

“My Lord! Cause me to die as a 
Muslim (the one submitting to 
Your Will) and join me with the 

righteous.” (12:101) 

 

 

 

 

O Abu Bakr, May Allah have mercy on you.  

 

Abu Bakr’s Shroud p. 735 


