
A Special Collection 

Do you have a special collection at home? Maybe you like to collect 
cool shaped rocks or stickers you get at the doctor’s office. I know a little 
girl who loves to collect feathers from different birds.  

There was once a man who lived over a thousand years ago who 
started a very beautiful collection that the whole world would benefit 
from.  

Allah blessed this man with incredible memory. Before he was ten 
years old, he had finished his primary education 
and memorized the entire Qur’an. As a young 

man, he had memorized over 70,000 ahaadith, 
along with the birth dates and deaths of the 
narrators and where they lived. 

During the time that this great man lived, 

the scholars were stuggling to record the ahaadith 
of the Prophet (peace be upon him). This was a very big task, for they had 
to make sure that the words of the Prophet (S) were recorded accurately 
and that no mistakes were made.  

How did the scholars find the sayings of the Prophet? Did they read 
them in a book or find them on the internet? They could do neither of 
those things. The scholar would have to travel and meet the actual person 
who knew the hadith.  

This scholar travelled all over the world to meet different narrators. 
He would check what they said about the hadith with what they had 

written down. Before recording each hadith, he would make wudhu and 

offer two rak’ahs of prayer. He only included the most authentic ahaadith 
in his final collection.  



Once, when he had travelled a long way to meet a narrator, he saw 
that the man was calling his horse to him by pretending to have food in 
his hand. When the Imam saw this, he turned and began 
to walk away. “Why are you leaving before you ask me 
about the hadith?” the man asked. The Imam replied, 
“A man who lies to his animal might lie about a 
hadith.”   

This amazing man was Muhammad Isma`eel al-
Mughirah al-Bukhâri. He collected and verified the most authentic work 
of hadith that exists. Because he was born in Bukhâra, he is more 
famously known to us as our beloved Imam Bukhâri. May Allah be 
pleased with him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



What do you think it was that Imam Bukhâri collected? 
a. Books  
b. Hadith 
c. Farm animals  

 
Why do we know the famous Imam as only “Bukhâri” and not 

Muhammad?  
a. Muhammad was only a nickname.  
b. Bukhâri is easier to pronounce.  
c. He was born in a town called Bukhâra.  

 
In the story where Imam Bukhâri walked away from the man who 

was tricking the horse, we learned:  
a. He was very careful about who he took hadith from.   
b. He thought the man was being untruthful to the horse and 

could be untruthful about other things.  
c. Imam Bukhâri went to faraway places for a hadith.  
d. All of the above.  

 
What do you think “authentic” means?  

a. Fake 
b. Pretend  
c. Real 


