
Please Watch My Mule 

Going to the masjid in Ramadan is so much fun! There are many people 
gathered at every prayer Alhamdulillah. There is excitement as the iftaar is 
prepared, dozens of plates passed around, one after another. Clusters of 
hungry children sit and stare at fat juicy 
dates, waiting for the adhaan to be called. 
And the parking lots of the masaajid are 

packed with cars.  

Back in the time of the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) and his companions, do you picture something similar in your 
mind? Some things may have been different. There would be no cars, for 
one. How do you suppose people got to a masjid that was far away? On an 
animal!  

One day, the sahabi ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib (may Allah be pleased with him) 
went to a masjid. He saw a man standing at the door and asked him to 
watch his animal – a mule. ‘Ali planned to come back and pay the man 
two dirhams for watching his animal, but when he came back, the man 
had disappeared and so had the reins of the mule. The man had stolen 
the reins!  

‘Ali was very patient; he did not get angry and start yelling for people to 
find the thief. Instead, he gave his servant Qanbar those two dirhams and 
asked him buy new reins.  

What a surprise Qanbar found at the marketplace—he found those exact 
reins that the thief had stolen for two dirhams!  

‘Ali said: “Indeed, the slave forbids himself from halal money by not 
being patient.”  



 What does ‘Ali ask the man at the masjid to do for him? 

a. Put his shoes away 
b. Watch his mule  
c. Hold his turban  

 

Which one of these animals is a mule? 

 

 

 

 

What was ‘Ali planning on doing after he finished at the masjid?  

a. Paying the man some money for watching his animal.  
b. Saying thank you to the stranger.  
c. Going to the mall.  

 

How do you think ‘Ali felt when he found out that something of his had 
been stolen? What can we learn from his behavior?  


