
Whoever Speaks of ‘Umar 
Speaks of Justice 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) is our leader and he guided the 
Muslims in everything when he was alive. What about after he passed 
away? Who would lead the Muslims then? There still had to be a leader.  

Immediately after he died, the Muslims chose the Prophet’s  best 

friend, Abu Bakr, to be their khalifa. Later, when Abu Bakr was dying, he 
chose one of the Prophet’s closest companions to lead after him—‘Umar 
ibn Al Khattab (may Allah be pleased with all of them).  

Leaders can’t be in every town and country at once, so they have 
governors to help them out. In the country of Egypt, another one of the 
Prophet’s companions, ‘Amr ibn Al ‘Aas, was the governor. His son 
struck a young Christian boy with a whip. This young boy complained to 
‘Umar about how he had been treated.  

‘Umar wrote to the governor and summoned he and his son. He 
also invited the young boy who had been hit. When all of them were 
gathered in ‘Umar’s chamber, ‘Amr’s son admitted that he had hit the 
boy. ‘Umar then handed a whip to the Christian boy and told him to 
strike ‘Amr’s son. After the boy had done so, ‘Umar told him to strike the 
father of the boy as well.  

The Christian boy replied, “O Leader of the Believers, I have hit the 
one who struck me.” ‘Umar replied, “By Allah, had you hit him (the 
governor), I would not have stopped you, for the son only hit you under 
the authority of his father.”  

Then ‘Umar turned to ‘Amr and said, “When have you taken 
people for slaves, when their mothers have bore them as ones that are 
free?”  

 



What does the word “khalifa” mean?  
a. Whip 
b. Hit 
c. Leader 

 
Who was the first leader of the Muslims after the Prophet (peace be upon 
him) passed away?  

a. Jibreel  
b. Abu Bakr 
c. ‘Umar 

 
What can we learn from this story?  

a. ‘Umar treated everyone under his care fairly.  
b. In Islam, we treat everyone with justice, whether 

they are Muslim or not.  
c. A father should be responsible for teaching his 

son good character.  
d. All of the above.  

 
Is there something good you can see in ‘Amr’s son from this story?   
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Did ‘Amr’s son actually turn the young boy into a slave? Why do you 
think ‘Umar said what he said at the end of the story? 
 


