
A Case of Sour Grapes 

Do you like to solve problems? Have you ever 
cracked a mystery for somebody? Today we’re going to hear 
a story about a young boy who advises the king on a 
difficult case.   

Two men came to the king with a problem. The first 
man owned a vineyard which he took care of throughout 
the year. The second man was a shepherd who owned a flock of sheep. 
One day, his sheep wandered into the vineyard and ate all of the grapes. 
With all of his crops eaten, the first man could not earn a living now. He 
wanted the king to do something about this.  

How would you solve this case? How about giving all of the 
shepherd’s sheep to the first man? What if the shepherd didn’t mean for 
his sheep to eat the crops? Let’s see how the case was solved.  

 The young boy suggested that the shepherd take care of the 
vineyard for a year and cultivate it back to the healthy state it was in. In 

the mean time, the man who owned the vineyard would take 
the sheep and benefit from them: he would be able to shear 
them for wool and take their milk. In this way, he would be able 
to earn a living. After the year, both men would trade back. In 

this way, the farmer would get his crop back and be able to earn a living 
and the shepherd would still have his sheep.  

Do you know the name of this young boy? He was Sulayman the 
Wise, a Prophet of Allah. Allah blessed him with many things, and great 
wisdom was one of them. His father, the Prophet King, was Dawûd (may 
Allah be pleased with both of them).  

 
 



Often times, you may not be able to tell the meaning of some words in a 
passage. You may use context clues, or words and descriptions in the 
sentence, to figure out what the word means. Use context clues to answer 
the questions below.   
 
What sort of food do you think is grown 
in a vineyard?  

a. Corn  
b. Dates 
c. Grapes 

 
What does the word “cultivate” mean? 

a. to take care of something by giving it care and attention   
b. to water 
c. to gather fruit  

 
To shear a sheep is to: 

a. paint it pink  
b. clip off its wool  
c. take its milk  

 


