
The Cow and the Good Son 

There was once a man amongst the Children of Israel who was very 
rich. His only inheritor was a poor cousin. The cousin, eager to get the 
wealthy man’s money and impatient for his death, decided to kill him. 
After killing his cousin, he took the body and hid it in another village.  

The man then took some people to Musa (peace be upon him) and 

accused them of the murder! The men, of course, told Musa that they were 
innocent. Musa did not know what really happened. The men asked 
Musa to make du’a to Allah to show everyone the truth. 

Musa ordered them to slaugter a cow. The people said to Musa, 
“Are you making fun of us?” They thought he was mocking them. Musa 

replied, “I take Allah’s Refuge from being amongst the Jahilûn (the 
ignorant or foolish ones).” Musa was a Prophet and had better manners 
than to make fun of people.  

When the Children of Israel realized that the order was from Allah, 
they began to ask questions about exactly what type of cow they had to 
slaughter. Slaughtering any cow would have been fine. They only made 
things difficult for themselves by asking more and more questions. There 
was, however, wisdom behind this…  

Long before this incident, there was a good 
man who had a little boy. The father owned a young 
cow, which he took to the field and said, “O Allah, I 
leave this with You for safekeeping until my son 
grows up.”  

The man died and the cow remained in the 
field. The cow was scared of anyone who tried to come near it and would 
run away.  



The boy, in the mean time, grew up to be a young man who treated 
his mother very well and obeyed her. He would divide his nights into 

three parts: one for the prayer, one for sleeping and one part to 
sit with his mother. In the mornings, he would go to gather 

wood. Carrying the wood on his back, he would go to the 
marketplace and sell it. He would divide his money 
into three parts also: one for charity, one for eating, 
and one for his mother.  

One day, his mother said to him, “Your father 
has left behind for you a young cow, and he asked 

Allah to keep it safe for you in such and such field, so go there and call on 
the Lord of Ibrahim, Isma’eel, Ishaaq, and Ya’qub to return that cow to 
you. The sign that it is the right cow is that when you will look at it, you 
will imagine that the rays of the sun are coming out from its skin.” It was 
called “the Golden One” because of the color of its skin and its beauty.  

The boy did as his mother said and the cow came to him in a hurry. 
And then another miracle happened—Allah made the cow speak to him! 
It said, “O young man who is dutiful to his mother! Ride me, for that is 
easier for you.” The young man said, “My mother did not order me to do 
that. She said, ‘Take it by its neck.’” The cow said, “Go, for indeed, if you 
ordered for a mountain to be cut from its root so that it would go with 
you, it would have gone with you because of your dutifulness to your 
mother.” And so the man and cow returned home.  

When they came home, the mother told her son, “Indeed, you are 
poor, you have no wealth, and gathering wood during the daytime is very 
difficult upon you, and so is standing in the night. So go and sell this 
cow.” She told him to sell it for 3 dinars and not to sell it without seeking 
her advice first.  



With his mother’s instructions, the young man went to the market. 
Allah sent an angel to test him. The angel asked, “For how much will you 
sell this cow?” He said, “For three dinars, and I will seek my mother’s 
pleasure in this transaction.” The angel told him that he would pay 6 
dinars, but that the man must not seek his mother’s pleasure.  

The boy replied, “If you gave me money that weighed as much as 
this cow, I would not take it except with the pleasure of my mother. ”  

He returned to his mother, not having sold the cow. He told her 
what happened and she said to sell it for 6 dinars, but with her pleasure.  

He returned to the marketplace and the angel came yet again. He 
asked, “You sought the command of your mother?” The young man 
replied, “She ordered me not to sell it for less than six, on the condition 
that I first seek her order.” The angel said, “Then I will give you 12, on 
the condition that you do not first seek her command.” He refused to do 
so and returned to his mother, telling her what happened.  

His mother realized what was happening and told him, “Indeed, the 
one who was coming to you is an angel in the shape of a man in order to 
test you.” She instructed her son to ask him if he comes again, “Do you 
order us to sell this cow or not?”  

When the young man returned to the angel, 
he said to him, “Keep this cow! For indeed, Musa, 
the son of  ‘Imran, will buy it from you for one was 
murdered from the Children of Israel. Do not sell it 
except for enough dinars to fill its skin.”  

By the time the Children of Israel were 
through with questioning Musa (peace be upon him) 
about the cow, the only one that fit the description was that exact cow 
that the good son owned. They payed a very big price for his cow. This 
was the reward of the dutiful son, a blessing and a mercy from Allah.  



After the cow was slaughtered, Musa commanded his people to 
strike the dead man with part of the cow. Allah caused the man to come 
back to life and tell them who the true killer was. And in this way, Allah 
showed everyone the truth.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



This story is mentioned in the Qur’an. Which Surah do you think 
mentions it? 

a. Al-Feel (the Elephant)  
b. An-Naml (the Ant) 
c. Al-Baqarah (the Cow) 

 
Allah causes many miracles to happen for the young boy. 
What special deed does he do which opens up all of these 
blessings for him?  

a. He was nice to a cow.  
b. He read the Qur’an every day.  
c. He was good to his mother and obeyed her.  

 
The young man divides his money into three equal parts. One part he 
uses for eating, one part he gives to charity, and the third he gives to:  

a. His mother 
b. The little boy who lives down the lane 
c. The president  

 
How much did the young man sell his cow for?  

a. Some magic beans 
b. Enough dinars to fill the skin of the cow 
c. A million dollars 

 
From this story, what simple thing can every person do which will make 
their lives have much blessing and mercy in it?  


